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Get Back in the Gate

2 Samuel 18:33-19:8—And the king was deeply moved and went up to
the chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, “O my son
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would | had died instead of you, O
Absalom, my son, my son!” It was told Joab, “Behold, the king is weeping
and mourning for Absalom.” So the victory that day was turned into
mourning for all the people, for the people heard that day, “The king is
grieving for his son.” And the people stole into the city that day as people
steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The king covered his
face, and the king cried with a loud voice, “O my son Absalom, O Absa-
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lom, my son, my son!” Then Joab came into the house to the king and
said, “You have today covered with shame the faces of all your servants,
who have this day saved your life and the lives of your sons and your
daughters and the lives of your wives and your concubines, because you

love those who hate you and hate those who love you.....

YOU CAN PICK YOUR DECISIONS BUT
OU CAN'T PICK YOUR CONSEQUENCE

HIS GREATEST TROUBLE CAME WHEN DAVID BECAME PASSIVE

THE THING THAT MAKES YOU GREAT OUTWARDLY MAKES
YOU VULNERABLE INWARDLY
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SION TEACHING NOTES
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| WILL NOT BE SHAKEN
| keep my eyes always on the Lord.
With Him at my right hand, | will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure,
Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him.
| will not be shaken.
PSALM16.8&9; PSALM 62.5&6

SHAKEY GROUND

We ALL live on shakey ground. There is a lot of trouble we
can control, but there’s also a lot we cannot avoid. So, the
real choice we have is whether we allow the shakey
ground to shake us..emotionally, spiritually, - our
confidence, our outlook, the faith and hope we cultivate
and exhibit.

Decide that, by God’s power and love, you will not be
shaken. No matter what happens, keep your eyes on
Him...at your right hand. The closest place in your life.

YOUR JOAB

Consider how CRUCIAL Joab’s role was in today’s story.
His love, concern and very frank confrontation turned
David around. Clearly, King David was very, very shaken by
Absalom’s death as most of us would be. Joab gave David
powerfully wise counsel when David (who wrote the
words above) was not “able” to get back up. He needed
his Joab. God sent him His Joab. Who is your Joab in life?
With whom have you developed a relationship — the
one(s) who can (and will) say what needs to be said so you
will not be shaken?
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